Good luck came likewise to Dr. E. S. Ross, Curator of Insects and leader of the 
expedition, in his specialty, the Order Embioptera, or web-spinners. He discovered 
at least twenty species new to science. The combined total from this and his 1946 
expedition will add some thirty new species to the Mexican list, which includes only 
twelve species to date. On Monte Alban near Oaxaca Dr. Ross had the thrill of 
turning over—he carefully replaced them, Mexican antiquities custodians please 
note—old building stones among the famous pre-Columbian temples, and discover- 
ing on their undersides two new species. |The Editor wonders whether the entomo- 
logical world was, uh, rocked by this find.| By his own admission, Dr. Ross scarcely 
noticed the venerable and imposing ruins surrounding him that day. 

The expedition’s third member, Mrs. E. S. Ross, also an entomologist, had her 
share of good collecting. Lunch in the field was often picnic style. Mrs. Ross’s 
specialty is ants. 

Traveling by auto, the party covered 4,500 miles in Mexico, making collecting 
stops in only the favorable localities. Leaving and reéntering the U. S. through 

Laredo, Texas, the entomologists’ route through Mexico included Ciudad Victoria, 
San Luis Potosi, Guadalajara, Tepic, Acaponeta, Colima, Paricutin, Mexico City, 


Cuernavaca, Oaxaca, Puebla, Cordoba, Vera Cruz, Jalapa, and lamazunchale. 


APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP 


Norice is hereby given to all Corporate Members that the Council at its January 
meeting approved the applications of the persons listed below for MEMBERSHIP in 
the California Academy of Sciences. If no objection to the election of these appli- 

cants be received at the office of the Academy within two weeks after January 20, 
they will be considered elected. 


Mr. Haring White Griggs 
Dr. Bruce W. Halstead 
Mr. Tracy W. Harron 
Mr. R. P. Harville 

Mr. Arthur W. Hill 

Dr. Walter E. Hook 

Mr. Joseph W. Jones 

Mr. O. L. Jones 

Dr. Maria Kolisch 

Mr. John H. Masson 
Miss Olive Burwell Oakley 
Miss Matie H. Read ; 


Miss Annetta Carter 
Mr. Robert M. Searls 
Mr. Paul Chenoweth Dr. W. D. Stockwell 


Mr. John E. Clark II Mr. Philip M. Stone 


Mr. Irvin S. Davis : 
Dr. Otto G. Freyermuth Nel Se enh Nome 


Mr. George W. Gerhard 
Mr. Walter M. Gilbert For SrupENT MEMBERSHIP 
Charles Murphy 


For Lire MEMBERSHIP 


Mr. Sidney M. Ehrman 
Mrs. Sidney M. Ehrman 


For REGULAR MEMBERSHIP 


Mr. E. Harry Beltzig 
Mr. Jay G. Benoist 

Mr. Carl W. Berryman 
Mrs. Ollie Bockee 
Mrs. Warner Brown 
Mr. L. T. Burcham 


Mr. Richard C. Gill 
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DOUBLE-CRESTED CORMORANTS 


build their nests of seaweed along the rocky New England coast. These birds 
are prominent actors in the color film “Wildlife Down East.” 


(See page 2) 
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January Announcement 


THE REGULAR JANUARY MEETING of the California Academy of Sciences will be held ’ 


in North American Hall, West Wing of the Academy Buildings i in Golden Gate 
Park, on Wednesday evening, January 26, 1949, at 8 o'clock. Opening the Spring 


series of lectures on the Wialker B. Scaife Foundation, Mr. Carl W. Buchheister of 
New York City will give an illustrated talk entitled 


WILDLIFE Down East 


The phrase * ‘Down East” brings to the mind's eye a rockbound coast, studded 
with trim white lighthouses, from which stern and hardy men in foul-weather 
gear launch their eehaoners to the Banks; a land of granite and maple sugar, 
whose long-settled shore is backed by a trackless hinterland of Maine Woods and 
cold, clear slalees where booted guides take men hunting and fishing. 

But there is more down Basti than lobster pots, cod, and pulpw cork more than you 
can see in a Stow Wengenroth lithograph. That artist’s dark, twisted pines, gray 
rock, and white gulls are = But the obvious front line of nature. If you are looking for 
nature down Bac you will find it richly abundant in birds, mammals, Rowers. sea 
life, and stream life. You will find it in deep forests, quiet lanes, thickets, clear brooks 
tumbling to the sea, salt water pools, hidden coves, and sand dunes. Along the 
coast—seaward and landward—wildlife teems: fish, crustaceans, amphibians; terns, 
gulls, cormorants; guillemots, auks, ospreys; porcupines, mink, white-tailed deer. 
E ‘rom harbor seals in the bays to warblers in the spruce woods; from petrels on the 
sea to phoebes in the forest, there is wildlife down East in plenty. 

Carl W. Buchheister, Vice-President of the National Audubon Society, is well 
fitted to bring the ‘ ‘Down East” out west to us. Graduate of Johns Hopkins Univer- 
sity, he had many years’ experience in nature club and summer camp WOr k on the 
East Coast before he became first director of the Audubon Nature Camp at Medo- 
mak, Maine. As a field naturalist, he made a special study of the great bird colonies 
on the Maine coast. His field activities have taken him also to the National Audu- 
bon Society wildlife sanctuaries from Maine to Florida. Informed and stimulating 
lecturer on nature subjects, Mr. Buchheister has appeared before many different 
groups all over the country. The moving pictures he will show us were taken by 
some of our leading natural science photogr aphers. 

The public is cordially invited to hear Mr. Buchheister. 


A Curator RETIRES 


THE RETIREMENT OF A CURATOR at the California Academy of Sciences—or, doubt- 
less, at any similar institution—does not usually signal the end of a scientific career. 
Scientists generally are noted for their perennial intellectual vigor, a quality often . 
observed to accompany singular devotion to and happiness in a chosen life work. 

On her ninetieth birthday, January 19, 1949, Miss Alice Eastwood retired from 
her active duties as Curator of Botany in the herbarium of the California Academy 
of Sciences, a position she held for fifty-seven years with the highest personal and 
scientific distinction. 

The entire Academy staff joins with Miss Eastwood's countless other friends in 
wishing that, emeritus henceforth, she may enjoy many more happy and fruitful 
years as devoted botanist and faithful and inspiring friend of botanists and all who 
love this ‘ ‘flowering earth.” 

The occasion of Miss Eastwood's retirement will be observed with appropriate 
ceremony at the regular January meeting of the Academy. 


Trustees AWARD BuILDING CONTRACT 


CLIMAXING a two-year campaign for funds, the California Academy of Sciences 
publicly announced on January 1 that the contract for building the new Hall of 
Sciences and the Morrison Planetarium has been awarded to Cahill Brothers, Inc., 
and that construction will begin soon. 

Mr. J. W. Mailliard, Jr., President of the Academy’s Board of Trustees, empha- 
sized that the present building project—including the Lovell White Hall of Man 
and Nature, the Morrison Auditorium, and the addition to the Simson African 
Hall—is only part of a long-range expansion program total development of which 
will depend upon future ~addidon:l funds. 


Mexico Expepirion RETURNS 


ENTOMoLoGIsTs who go to Mexico to collect insects are rarely, if ever, unsuccessful. 
Biologically, that country is one of the most varied on earth. Consequently, even 
during the dry, cooler winter months when general collecting is not at its best, a 
scientist can still find many productive life zones and habitace among the many to 
choose from. 

Mr. H. B. Leech, Assistant Curator of Insects, a member of the Academy’s six- 
week expedition which returned from Mexico January 1, reports great success in his 
field of specialization, the water beetles. His collection of these insects will probably 
prove to be the largest yet gathered in Mexico. This is owing a good deal to the 
concentration of life in the law waters and residual pools, a endear possible only 
during the dry season. Normally the aquatic collector is handicapped by diffusion 
of he! fauna in the high water of other seasons. Much of Mr. Leech’s new material 
will be loaned to a specialist i in the British Museum, Mr. J. Balfour-Browne, who is 
currently monographing the Mexican water beetles. 
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